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Quarterback, Dallas Cowboys

Who he is:
Born Antonio Ramiro Romo in San Diego, California, Romo was picked by the Cow-
boys as an undrafted rookie free agent, entering the 2003 training camp third on the 
Cowboys’ depth chart behind Quincy Carter and Chad Hutchinson. One of Romo’s 
early career highlights was in 2004, when (as the third string QB) he rushed for 
the winning touchdown with six seconds left in an exhibition contest against the 
Oakland Raiders. Romo took over the starting quarterback role from Drew Bledsoe 
in 2006.

Why he made the list:
Romo’s seven seasons with the Cowboys, edging towards Superbowl greatness gives 
fans a reason to keep coming back. Plus, his always pleasant demeanor during play 
is a welcome rarity in the tough sport. Playing injured twice last season, Tony’s deter-
mination to win almost helped fans forget his poor performance, broadly credited to 
his distraction with his girlfriend, actress/singer Jessica Simpson.  

Our Prediction:
With new wide receivers on the team the ever affable Romo, who’s finally rid himself 
of troublesome and distracting Terrell Owens, returns for this season with a ven-
geance. Superbowl 2009, anyone? 

Contact: Dallas Cowboys   817.892.4000

Tony Romo

Education: Eastern Illinois                               
University 

Residence: 
Dallas, Texas 

077 Mexico Sports age: 29
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Founder & Managing Partner, Palladium Equity Partners

Who he is:
Born in Cuba and raised in New York, Rodríguez founded Palladium Equity Partners, 
LLC in 1997 and serves as managing member. Prior to forming Palladium, Rodríguez 
was a partner of Joseph Littlejohn & Levy (JLL), a buyout firm, which he joined in 
1989. He was responsible for spearheading a number of JLL’s major investments. 
Prior to that, he worked in operations for General Electric Company in the United 
States, Mexico and France and graduated from GE’s Manufacturing Management 
Program.

Why he made the list:
Rodríguez is the founder of one of the largest Latino-owned investment firms in 
the U.S. His company has invested over $2.5 billion of equity in more than sixty-five 
companies in the last two decades, and Palladium has been recognized as one of the 
largest minority-owned firms in the New York City tri-state area by Crain’s New York. 
Palladium Equity Partners III, L.P., manages a buyout fund that targets companies 
that can benefit from the growing U.S. Hispanic demographic. He serves as Chair-
man of the Board of The Robert Toigo Foundation and is a Board Member of the 
New America Alliance. Rodríguez also serves on the Board of Trustees of NewYork-
Presbyterian Hospital.   

Our Prediction:
Times may be difficult in the financial sector, but if Palladium continues to grow its 
already impressive portfolio all should be well and Rodríguez’s esteem in the busi-
ness will continue to grow.

Contact: Palladium Equity Partners   212.218.5150

Marcos A. Rodríguez

Education: M.B.A., Wharton                  
School of Business  

Residence: 
Connecticut  

074 Cuba Finance age: 47
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Executive Director, American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)

Who he is:
Born to parents who hailed from Puerto Rico, Romero was the first in his family to 
graduate from high school. After earning a college education, he went to work for 
the private sector and later became the ACLU’s sixth executive director. His first book, 
In Defense of Our America: The Fight for Civil Liberties in the Age of Terror” was pub-
lished in 2007. In 2005, he was named one of TIME Magazine’s 25 Most Influential 
Hispanics. Additionally, TIME has named him “The Champion of Civil Rights.”

Why he made the list:
Romero took the helm of the 87-year-old organization just four days before the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks. Under his leadership, the ACLU has gained court victories 
on the Patriot Act and filed landmark litigation on the torture and abuse of detainees 
in U.S. custody. The ACLU also successfully challenged the Bush administration’s ille-
gal spying program. Romero, an attorney with a history of public-interest, continued 
community service and activism, has presided over the most successful membership 
growth in the ACLU’s history, and he has more than doubled the budget and national 
staff of the organization since he began his tenure.   

Our Prediction:
With the Immigration Law placed temporarily on the back burner by the Obama ad-
ministration, Expect Romero and the ACLU to focus the bulk of their efforts towards 
resolving the equality issues surrounding gay marriage.

Contact: ACLU    212.607.3300

Anthony D. Romero

Education: J.D., Stanford 
University Law School

Residence: 
New York City, New York

076 Puerto Rico Private Organizations age: 44
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Film Director, Producer 

Who he is:
Robert was the first Mexican-American filmmaker to rise to prominence in the US. His 
first film, El Mariachi, roughly shot for $7,000, set the tone for indie filmmaking. 
Made with funding partially raised by Rodríguez’ participation in medical research 
experiments, the film won The Audience Award at Sundance in 1992. Since then, 
Robert has written, directed, edited, and/or produced over 15 movies, including: Des-
perado, From Dusk Till Dawn, The Faculty, the Spy Kids Series and Once Upon a Time 
in Mexico, along with Shorts, his next project.
 

Why he made the list:
Rodríguez constantly makes his own rules. He co-directed Sin City with the comic 
book artist Frank Miller and even quit the Directors Guild when the DGA refused to 
let him share credit with him. Rodríguez considered the visual style of Miller’s comic 
art to be just as important as his own in the film. Having resigned from the DGA, 
Rodríguez had to give up the director’s seat on a film for Paramount, but he is pres-
ently at work, in creative isolation, with his crew and actors, at his film studio, in a 
converted Austin airport hangar.  

Our Prediction:
As unpredictable as Robert is, he will eventually make peace with the DGA to fa-
cilitate making big budget films with major producers willing to fight his studio 
battles. 

Contact: www.myspace.com/troublemaker_studios

Robert Rodríguez

Education: Bachelors, 
University of Texas
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Austin, Texas
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