
ith more than 500 workers, Wise Foods of
Berwick remains the second largest employ-
er in Columbia County. A decade ago, the

snack-food maker’s future was anything but certain.
That it’s still in business and still here are reasons for
the entire region to celebrate. Those jobs feed and
clothe a lot of people.

The Wise turnaround is also worth considering in
light of other political and economic developments mak-
ing headlines:

With all the talk about America’s evolving econo-
my, it’s easy to forget that we still do make things in
this country. Not everyone is inclined or cut out to
work in high-tech positions. Computers are integral to
the making of even the most humble products, but there
are still many jobs in manufacturing processes for
which nothing but a human being will do. Although
these positions may not command the wages or atten-
tion of jobs in hot-button fields, they are still important.
It should be public policy to put as much energy into
retaining such jobs as pursuing high-tech industries.

Note that Wise’s fortunes were turned around the
old-fashioned way, via private investment and restruc-
turing.

Ten years ago, this would hardly have been worthy
of note. But we are now well into an era in which gov-
ernment is viewed as the first and best solution to every
economic problem.

Wise’s fortunes were redirected by an investment
firm, Palladium Equity Partners, which makes money
buying companies, managing them back to financial
health, then selling them at a profit.

Needless to say, this process involves some pain. Ailing
companies are usually suffering from mismanagement, a
part of which is the inability to make tough decisions.

When Palladium took over Wise, it closed manufac-
turing plants and laid off workers.

Such steps almost always generate public condemna-
tion, mainly by the political class and by the news and
entertainment media. For generations, the cruel, cal-
lous big business mogul who thinks nothing of the
working man has been a stock character in Hollywood’s
closet of cardboard characters.

But after the credits roll — after the TV news crews
have covered the layoff announcement and moved on —
what most of us seldom hear about or realize is that
some smaller, leaner companies survive, thrive and
begin to grow again.

That’s exactly what’s happened at Wise, Susan
Schwartz of our Berwick staff learned. With a new line
of credit, the snack food manufacturer is investing in
new equipment here, contemplating construction of a
new, modern warehouse, and adding innovative prod-
ucts plus the marketing to support them.

If there’s a cloud on the horizon for Wise, it’s one
that hangs over all of America’s food-processing industry.

The political class is in the process of enlarging its
portfolio to include regulation of what people may and
may not eat. For better than a hundred years, its been
the job of the Food and Drug Administration to ensure
that all consumables are safe. But there are influential
people coast to coast and in Washington now arguing
that it’s also the job of government to decide what’s good
and what isn’t good for people to eat, to encourage the
former and — most ominously — to suppress the latter.

In other words, “Big Food” is taking its place with
“Big Tobacco,” “Big Oil” and other allegedly evil indus-
tries at the defendant’s table in the court of public opin-
ion. In only the most recent example, officials in Santa
Clara County, California, voted to forbid fast-food out-
lets in their jurisdiction from including toys in child-
themed promotions, such as McDonald’s Happy Meals.

“This ordinance prevents restaurants from preying
on children’s love of toys to peddle high-calorie, high-
fat, high-sodium kids meals,” said Ken Yeager, the
county supervisor behind the ban.

As such arguments are made more frequently — and
as formerly freedom-loving Americans grow accus-
tomed to being told what to eat — the makers of salted
snack foods are sure to come under political assault.

We’re not at the point yet where eating a bag of
Wise’s delicious potato chips becomes an act of civil dis-
obedience, but that day is no longer unthinkable.

So enjoy a bag while you still can, support your
neighbors who work there, and celebrate the fact that
this pillar of the regional economy still stands.
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Like many readers, I skim the letters on
the Opinions page. If one catches my inter-
est I read it more carefully. Occasionally, I’ll
skim a letter and think, HUH? I’ll re-read the
letter, not because of anything meaningful
in it but because I can’t believe what I’m
reading. It’s like watching the early stages of
“American Idol.” Some acts are so bad as to
cause any sensible person to reach for the
remote, yet some morbid curiosity grips us
tightly, compelling us to watch.

Such was a short letter written by a
Berwickian named Dan Dolt (April 30).  He
claims that Arizona allows “so-called patriot
groups ... to hunt and kill immigrants.”
Huh? How did I miss that little tidbit of
news? Is he referring to the Minuteman
Project in the news a few years ago? OK, so
how many people did they “hunt and kill.” It
might be helpful if Mr. Dolt would reference
a credible source for this claim. (Please, not
the Gonzalez murders, which had nothing to
do with border crossings.)

However, the part of his letter that really
caught my eye was the part where he quotes

Jesus Christ as saying “No human being is
illegal.” I’ve been around a lot longer than
hypertext so I’ve kept my copy of Strong’s
Exhaustive Concordance. Try as I might, I
could not find that quote. It must be one of
those non-quotes like “cleanliness is next to
godliness” or perhaps it’s from one of those
“hidden” books of the Bible. Anyone with a
copy of “The Shepard of Hermas” might
want to check that out for me.

OK, let’s be serious.  No, Mr. Dolt,
humans are not “illegal,” but their actions
are. Most nations recognize the concept of
citizenship and attempt to control it. If you
doubt that, then I suggest you head south
and sneak into Mexico. Just don’t get
caught; it’s a $500 fine and up to two years in
jail for a first offense. Try it again; you’ll be
10 years in a Mexican prison. Of course you
could always demand the Mexican govern-
ment supply you with a free lawyer. Please
drop us a line and let us know how that
works out for you.

ALAN HANNAS
Bloomsburg

As Mr. Sachetti and Shannon Talanca
have previously pointed out, the decision of
our local SPCA to no longer accept all strays
negates the original purpose of the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. In
our neighborhood, the SPCA policy has
resulted in too many feral cats.

The first cat appeared in 2005. He emerged
like a ghost from behind our garage; our
grandson named him Shadow. All was well
until a brindle-colored female (Elsa) arrived
two years later. Soon there were kittens. Our
family had Elsa spayed, and our neighbors
took in the kittens, one of which escaped and
may be living in the woods behind our hous-
es. A kitten has been seen with her, too.

In 2008, a gray-and-white male (Snow-
shoe) and a gray-striped female (Rita)
arrived. They produced two litters in rapid
succession. Fearing an epidemic of cats, we
worked out an arrangement with our neigh-
bors to capture and have them neutered.
Together we ended the reproductive future
of Rita and both kittens from her first litter.
Our neighbor found homes for two kittens
from the second litter; one kitten died.

In 2009, a black and white male (Billy)
arrived. After a tussle with alpha cat Snow-
shoe, Billy tested positive for FIV and Feline
Leukemia. So I made the decision to have
him put down. Besides being contagious and
incurable, FIV has another ugly side. If a cat
has been inoculated against FIV, the animal
will show positive for the disease on any
future test. In any case, Billy’s leukemia was
already a death sentence. We suspect that
Snowshoe may be infected now, but so far he
has eluded capture.

Two months ago, an orange and white
male showed up; we called him Sherbet and
again set out to trap a cat. Every morning
and evening for two weeks, Sherbet cau-
tiously entered the cage, ate the food, and

then gingerly backed out, each time avoid-
ing the lever that would entrap him.

Then one morning Sherbet arrived with
the right half of his face slashed and bleed-
ing. Snowshoe again? A few days later a
wellness test indicated that he had FIV but
not Feline Leukemia. If he had been inocu-
lated for leukemia, maybe he had been for
FIV, but perhaps not. Many vets have
stopped administering the FIV inoculation
precisely because it causes a false positive. I
reluctantly made the decision to have Sher-
bet put down, too.

My hope is that local authorities will
pressure the SPCA to once again accept all
strays. As for our neighborhood, three new
cats have arrived. We call them Midnight,
Dawn and Woody. 

NAME WITHHELD
Bloomsburg

EDITOR’S NOTE: It’s our policy to pub-
lish the author’s name with every letter. Rare
exceptions are made when the author writes
about a public concern at some personal risk.
In this case, the author fears full identifica-
tion would result in even more cats being
abandoned in the neighborhood.
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“Yes, Pat! I got your ‘happy anniversary’ text!”

W
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The story behind
Wise turnaround

OK, then try sneaking into Mexico

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Excerpts from Peggy Noo-
nan’s diagnosis of U.S.
malaise in Friday’s edition of
The Wall Street Journal.

W e are at a remark-
able moment. We
have an open,

2,000-mile border to our
south, and the entity with
the power to enforce the law
and impose safety and order
will not do it. 

Wall Street collapsed, tak-
ing Main Street’s money with
it, and the government can’t
really figure out what to do
about it because the govern-
ment itself was deeply impli-
cated in the crash, and both
political parties are full of
people whose political careers
have been made possible by
Wall Street contributions. 

Meanwhile, we pass huge
laws, bills so comprehensive,
omnibus and transformative
that no one knows what’s in
them and no one ... knows
how exactly they will be exe-
cuted or interpreted. 

Citizens search for new
laws online, pore over them at
night, and come away know-
ing no more than they did
before they typed “dot-gov.”

It is not that no one’s in
control. Washington is full of
people who insist they’re in
control and who go to great
lengths to display their power. 

It’s that no one takes
responsibility and authority.
Washington daily delivers to
the people two stark and
utterly conflicting messages:
“We control everything” and
“You’re on your own.”

All this contributes to a
deep and growing alienation
between the people of Ameri-
ca and the government of
America in Washington.

This is not the old, conser-
vative and long-lampooned
“I don’t trust gummint” atti-
tude of the 1950s, ’60s and
’70s. The right never trusted
the government, but now the
middle doesn’t.

None of this happened
overnight. It is, most recent-
ly, the result of two wars
that were supposed to be
cakewalks, Katrina, the
crash and the phenomenon
of a federal government that
seemed less and less compe-
tent attempting to do more
and more by passing bigger
and bigger laws.

Add to this states on the
verge of bankruptcy, the
looming debt crisis of the
federal government, the like-
lihood of ever-rising taxes. 

Shake it all together, and
you have the makings of the
big alienation. Alienation is
often followed by full-blown
antagonism, and antagonism
by breakage.

Alienation,
antagonism,
breakage

“We’re going to do
everything in our power to
protect our natural resources,
compensate those who have
been harmed, rebuild what has
been damaged and help this
region persevere like it has
done so many times before.”  

PRESIDENT OBAMA
After flying to southern Louisiana
to inspect forces arrayed against
a badly damaged oil well in the
Gulf of Mexico that is spewing a
widening and deadly slick toward
delicate wetlands and wildlife



“Now we’ve got a company
that can really clearly compete
against Delta. Mergers are all
about revenue, and this is a
tremendous boost for revenue.”

DARRYL JENKINS
Airline industry consultant after
United and Continental Airlines
agreed to combine to create
the world’s biggest airline



“These are the harshest,
most unfair measures ever
enacted. That is why our
reaction will be decisive and
dynamic. You can’t always
make the workers pay for the
results of failed policies.” 

STATHIS ANESTIS
Spokesman for Greece’s largest
union after Greece got $145 billion
in emergency loans on the condi-
tion Athens make painful budget
cuts and tax increases

THEIR OWN WORDS

Feral cats expose SPCA folly

Special to Press Enterprise
BILLY was sick and had to be put down.

Special to Press Enterprise
RITA, left, and Snowshoe produced two litters before they could be neutered.

Include your signature and a telephone
number where you can be reached for verifi-
cation.

Mail your letters to:
Letter to the Editor, Press Enterprise

3185 Lackawanna Ave. 
Bloomsburg, Pa. 17815
Fax: (570) 784-9226
E-mail: sachetti@pressenterprise.net
Letters are limited to 600 words.

Write to us about any topic


